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serving their country, who are at present in too low circumstances to exert themselves. The manner of executing the design is, by giving out receipts for half-guineas received, which shall entitle the fortunate bearer to certain sums in the table, as is set forth at large in the proposals printed the 23rd instant. ^ There is another circumstance in this design which gives me hopes of your favour to it, and that is what Tully advises, to wit, that the benefit is made as diffusive as possible. Every one that has half-a-guinea is put into a possibility, from that small sum, to raise himself an easy fortune; when these little parcels of wealth are, as it were, thus thrown back again into the re-donation of Providence, we are to expect that some who live under hardship or obscurity may be produced to the world in the figure they deserve by this means. I doubt not but this last argument will have force with you, and I cannot add another to it, but what your severity will, I fear, very little regard; which is, that                                I am, Sir,
Your greatest Admirer,
RICHARD STEELE
No. 414.       Wednesday, June 25, 1712        [ADDISON
Alterms sic Altera posdt opem, res, et conjurat amice.
HOR., Ars Poet. 410
IF we consider the works of Nature and art, as they are qualified to entertain the imagination, we shall find the last very defective, in comparison of the former; for though they may sometimes appear as beautiful or strange, they can have nothing in them of the vastness and immensity which afford so great an entertainment to the mind of the beholder. The one may be as polite and delicate as the other, but can never show herself so august and magnificent in the design. There is something more bold and masterly in the rough, careless strokes of Nature, than in the nice touches and embellishments of art. The beauties of the most stately garden ^or palace lie in a narrow compass, the imagination immediately